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REMARKS 

Reexamination and reconsideration of claims 1-6 is 
requested. The recognition of allowable sub j ect matter in 
claims 2-4 is appreciated. Claims 7-16 are being cancelled 
without prejudice. New claims 17-20 are presented for the 
Examiner's consideration. 

The Examiner's acknowledgement of Applicant's information 
disclosure statement (PTO 1449) is noted with appreciation. 

Drawings are being submitted as part of this facsimile 
transmission. A Letter to the official Draftsman is being 
submitted under separate cover having formal drawings 
therewith. Entry of the formal drawings and withdrawal of all 
objections to the drawings is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 and 5-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
applying U.S. Pat. No. 5,926,596 ('596). The '596 patent 
requires a two part ferrule, an alignment block 12 and an 
overmolded body portion 14, without manufacturing tolerances 
disclosed. The alignment block 12 has an exposed front face 
16, but essentially the rest of the block is encapsulated by 
the overmolding 14. The alignment block is "preferably made of 
a material that melts at a temperature above the application 
temperature of the encapsulating compound or ... is not 
influenced by the temperature ... [it is made of] for example, 
metal, ceramic, or thermoset composite material." Col. 7, 11. 
25-37. However, the cross section of Fig. 5 is incorrect, 
apparently, because it shows a single material, not 
distinguishing between items 12 and 14. The '596 patent does 
not, inter alia, disclose each and every feature of the claimed 
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inventions. withdrawal of the sec. 102(b) rejection is 
believed to be warranted and is respectfully requested. 


consideration. Allowance of the same is respectfully 
requested. 

Please charge $336.00 for tha addition of new claims to 
Deposit Account No. 19-2167. If a fee is required for an 
extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.13-6, such extension is 
requested and the fee should be charged to said Deposit 
Account. 

The Examiner is welcomed to telephone the undersigned to 
discuss the merits of this patent application. 


New claims 17-20 are presented for the Examiner's 


Respectfully submitted, 



Attorney 
Reg. No. 36,383 
P.O. Box 489 
Hickory, NC 28 603 
Telephone : 828-901-53 54 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
In the Claims; 

1. (amended) A ferrule comprising: 

a t least one optical fiber bore associated with a front 
surface and a rear surface of said ferrule; 

first and second body portions extending at least partially 
betw een said surfaces and having respective widths, a juncture 
of said body portions comprising an interface in the form of a 
parting line, said parti ng line and said optical fiber bore 
extending longitudi nally (at least partially\ betweei^said front 
surface arid sai d rear surface, and said parking lii4 defining 
an offset of at least about 50 mir.rnns ^L,..'],,^!. 

f irot and second fcrrulo body portiofin joined along a 
parting lino, wherein at leapt one of paid forrulo bod y 
portions doflnoo at least one eptical fiber bore Gk L umllu tf 
longthwioc through the for rule, 

— wherein paid firo't ferrule b o dy p o rtion hag a firot width f 

a nd wherein oai r d oocond ferrule body portion haa a ocbond width 
%- hot io im nTln r than the fir^L width by at leapt 50 micronb . 

5. A ferrule according to Claim 1 , said parting line 

comprising a ledge wherein said fir.it. m,H ■ nnrt fn yy , v1 n ^ n r ]y 

peafeia ag cooperate t o J if in n a ledge l A L uiuUng lengthwise alon^ 
the parting line . 

6. A ferrule according to Claim 1^ said ferrule 
comprisin g multiple bores and defining a multifibar ferru l e 
wherein said first and oocond ferrule b o dy portions cooparate 
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to define a pluiuli L y of optical fihnr borco :such that the 
ferrule is a multifibcr ferrule ■• 

Cancel claims 7-16 without prejudice. 


Received from < 8283275206 > at 6/27102 1 1 :49:31 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


- 8 - 


. JUN 2? '02 11 = 36 FR CORNING COBLE SYSTEMS 8283275206 TO 917038729319 

HE0083 1/2 


P. 11/12 



Received from < 8283275206 > at 6/27/02 11:49:31 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



Received from < 8283275206 > at 6/27/02 1 1 :49:31 AM {Eastern Daylight Time] 


** TflTAI PARF.1? ** 


